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ABOUT THE
CONFERENCE

Hosted by Grove Ci ty Col lege ’ s  Department of
Engl i sh ,  the annual  Chr i s t ian Wri ters  Conference ,
he ld each spr ing ,  br ings together wr i ters ,  scho lars ,
and s tudents to exp lore and d iscuss the nature of

wr i t ing and the ro le fa i th p lays in i t .

The Conference on Chr i s t ian i ty and Li terature i s  an
interd isc ip l inary soc ie ty dedicated to exp lor ing the
re lat ionsh ips between Chr i s t ian i ty and l i terature .

Organized formal ly in 1956,  CCL is  dedicated to both
scho lar ly exce l lence and co l leg ia l  exchange and
inc ludes hundreds of  members f rom a var ie ty of

academic ins t i tut ions and re l ig ious t rad i t ions f rom the
Uni ted States ,  Canada,  and more than a dozen other

countr ies .

Heavenly Muse,  Spi r i t  who brooded on
The wor ld and ra ised i t  shape ly out of  noth ing ,
Touch my l ips wi th f i re and burn away
Al l  dross of  speech ,  so that I  keep in mind
The truth and end to which my words now move
In hope .  Keep my mind with in that mind
Of which i t  i s  a part ,  whose wholeness is
The hope of  sense in what I  te l l .  And though
I go among the scat ter ings of  that sense ,
The members of  i ts  wor ld ly body broken,
Ru le my s ight by v is ion of  the parts
Rejo ined .  And in my ex i le ’ s  journey far
From home, be with me,  so I  may return .
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From Wendell  Berry’s Remembering
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SCHEDULE

Start ing at  7pm, people are welcome to gather at
T imber Creek ,  Grove Ci ty ,  PA for conversat ion .

Thursday,  February 20th,  2025
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9:00-10 :30a Sess ion 1 * *

1 1 :00-12p Andrew Peterson Chapel  in
Harb ison (2)

12 :00-1p Lunch (on your own)***

1 :00-2 :30p Sess ion 2

3:00-4p Andrew Peterson keynote in
Ket ler  Audi tor ium (13)

5:00-7p Conference Banquet in Old
Map (3)

7 :30p Andrew Peterson concert  in
Crawford ( 1)

Friday,  February 21st,  2025

8:30a-4 :30p Regis t rat ion Table in Rathburn
(28)*



***Note :  See page 12 for  lunch opt ions on campus

**Note :  See pages 5-9 for fur ther informat ion about each sess ion

*Note :  See page 1 1  for  map with corresponding numbers for  a l l
locat ions
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SCHEDULE

9:00-10 :30a Sess ion 3

1 1 :00-12 :30p Sess ion 4

12 :30p Catered Lunch in Old Map (3)

2:00-3 :30p Sess ion 5

Saturday,  February 22nd, 2025

8:30-9a Regis t rat ion Table in Rathburn
(28)



SESSION 1

1.A Wendell  Berry’s Life and Art,  Rathburn Hall ,  Morledge (28)
Chair :  Scot t  Moore
Shir ley Ki lpatr i ck ,  Professor Emer i ta of  Engl i sh and Humani t ies  at          
         Geneva Col lege ,  A Toi le t  Seat for  Tanya
Jef f rey B i lbro ,  Assoc iate Professor of  Engl i sh at  Grove Ci ty Col lege ,  “Th is  
        Old In jury of  Love and Gr ief ” :  How Andy Cat le t t  Comes to Know 
        the Chr i s t  Who Put on Al l  Our Flesh
Luke Rakestraw, Tates Creek Presbyter ian Church ,  Wendel l  Berry :  The 
        Holy Foo l  as Hope for the Wor ld

1.B A Pedagogy of Remembering: Reading Community,  Faith,  and
Neighbor Love in the Nineteenth-Century Journals of Martha E.
McMillan,  SHAL 109 (10)
Chair :  Adam Loret to
Miche l le  G.  Wood,  Professor of  Engl i sh at  Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty ,  A 
        Pedagogy of  Remember ing :  Teach ing the Martha E .  McMi l lan 
        Journa l  Col lec t ion
Emma Bapst ,  Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty ,  Hosp i ta l i ty Amid Gr ief  in 19th-century 
        Cedarv i l le ,  Ohio
Brodie Crowder ,  Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty ,  L iv ing in Communi ty :  Fr iendsh ip 
        and Hosp i ta l i ty in Martha McMi l lan ’ s  1889 Journa l

1.C Hope in Dark Times,  Rathburn Hall ,  Grace (28)
Chair :  Annie Shepherd
Kelsey Madsen,  Assoc iate Professor of  French at  Grove Ci ty Col lege ,  
        Res i s t ing the Contagion of  Ind i f ference :  Transcendent Hope Amid 
        Secu lar Despair  in Georges Bernanos ’ s  Diary of  a Country Pr iest
Alex Sos ler ,  Ass i s tant Professor of  B ib le and Min is t ry at  Montreat 
        Co l lege ,  Enc losure and Subs i s tence in Southern Appalach ia :  
        Reading Kingso lver ’ s  Demon Copperhead  wi th Wendel l  Berry
Sophia Cami l lone ,  Engl i sh major at  Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty ,  See ing the 
        Unseeable wi th Wonder in Al l  the L ight We Cannot See

Fr iday,  9 :00-10 :30a
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SESSION 2

2.A Wendell  Berry and Membership,  Rathburn Hall ,  Morledge (28)  
Chair :  Andrew Harvey
Mary Grace Mangano,  Professor in the Univers i ty Core Curr icu lum at 
        Seton Hal l  Univers i ty ,  Be ing of  Use in One 's  Nat ive and Chosen 
        P lace :  Wendel l  Berry on Wi l l iam Car los Wi l l iams
Er ic  Mi l ler ,  Professor of  His tory and the Humani t ies  at  Geneva Col lege ,  
        A Presumpt ion of  Wholeness :  James Baker Hal l ,  Wendel l  Berry ,  
        and Modern is t  Kentucky
Meghan Wel l s ,  Engl i sh major at  Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty ,  Fragi le  
        Immanence :  Covenant Communi ty in P i lgr im at T inker Creek  and 
        Jayber Crow

2.B Place in Genre Fiction,  Rathburn Hall ,  Grace (28)
Chair :  E l izabeth St ice
Adam Loret to and I r i s  Noth ,  Grove Ci ty Col lege ,  Ant i -Tr iumphal i sm:  
        Ref lec t ions on Berryan Sc ience F ic t ion
Geoffrey Re i ter ,  Lancaster  B ib le Col lege ,  “ I  Never Can Be T ied to Raw, 
        New Things ” :  The Supernatura l  Glory and Terror of  P lace in Weird 
        Horror F ic t ion
Adelyn Olson ,  Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty ,  Creat ion ,  Ex i le ,  and Div ine Author i ty :  
        A Wendel l  Berry Cr i t ique of  Frankenste in

2.C Politics,  Religion,  and Identity,  SHAL 109 (10)
Chair :  Vi rg in ia Rawl
Abiga i l  Atch ley ,  Engl i sh major at  Covenant Col lege ,  “You Aren ’ t  Who 
        You Think You Are” :  Se l f -Concept and Soc ia l  Ident i ty in Conf l i c t  
        in F lannery O’Connor ’ s  Everyth ing That R i ses Must Converge
Abbie Mourey,  L i terature major at  Patr i ck Henry Col lege ,  Attack ing “
        One by One .  .  .  the Troupe of  Actors ” :  Examin ing John Mi l ton ’ s  
        Second Defense .
Michae l  Lucchese ,  L iberty Fund,  “D iv ine Power Made Me” :  Dante and 
        the Po l i t i c s  of  Love

Fr iday,  1 :00-2 :30p



SESSION 3

3.A What Are People For?,  Rathburn Hall ,  Grace (28)
Chair :  Er ic  Mi l ler
Agnes Howard,  Adjunct  Asst .  Professor in Humani t ies ,  Chr i s t  Col lege ,  
        Valpara iso Univers i ty ,  Three Cut Off :  Motherhood,  Loss ,  and 
        Membersh ip
Nadya Wi l l iams,  Managing Edi tor  at  Current ,  What Are People For? 
        Wendel l  Berry ’ s  Vis ion of  the F lour i sh ing Li fe in a Post -Chr i s t ian 
        Wor ld
Alexandra Frank ,  Grove Ci ty Col lege ,  Pastora l  Nosta lg ia :  Progress at  the 
        Cost  of  Membersh ip in Wendel l  Berry ’ s  Hannah Coul ter

3.B Singing Wendell  Berry’s Stories,  Rathburn Hall ,  Morledge (28)
Matt Wheeler ,  S inger-Songwri ter ,  Assoc iate Reg is t rar and Inst ructor at  
        Lancaster  B ib le Col lege ,  A Hard His tory of  Love :  Berry in Song

3.D Wendell  Berry’s Poetry,  SHAL 109 (10)
Chair :  Joseph Wiebe
Laur ie A.  Dashnau,  Professor of  Engl i sh and Wri t ing and Director of  the 
        Wri t ing Center at  Houghton Univers i ty ,  Avian Hope in Wendel l  
        Berry ’ s  “An Entrance to the Woods”  and Se lected Poems
Andrew Harvey,  Professor of  Engl i sh at  Grove Ci ty Col lege ,  Wendel l  
        Berry Cl imbs a Sunbeam
Anne Ryan,  Independent Scho lar ,  Sacred Spaces and T imes in Wendel l  
        Berry ’ s  Sabbath Poems

Saturday,  9 :00-10 :30a

3.C Moral Education,  Rathburn Hall ,  Seminar Room (28)
Chair :  Je f f rey B i lbro
Stephen Schuler ,  Professor of  Engl i sh at  Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty ,  Into Which 
        Circ le  of  Hel l  Would Dante Put the P lag iar i s t s? A Study of  the 
        Mora l  Language of  P lag iar i sm Po l i c ies  at  Amer ican Univers i t ies
Ethan Mannon,  Assoc iate Professor of  Engl i sh at  Mars Hi l l  Un ivers i ty 
        (Mars Hi l l ,  NC),  After  Helene :  Remember ing in an Onl ine and 
        Asynchronous Col lege Course
Jef f rey Tabone,  Ass i s tant Professor of  Honors Humani t ies  at  Ind iana 
        Wes leyan Univers i ty ,  A Hopefu l  Vocat ion :  The Exemplary Work of  
        Hannah Coul ter
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SESSION 4

4.A Inhabiting Place Well ,  Rathburn Hall ,  Morledge (28)
Chair :  Chr i s t ina Lambert
Char l ie  Cotherman,  Grove Ci ty Col lege ,  Sa lvaging Loca l  Cul ture
John-Paul  Hei l ,  Core Fe l low in His tory at  Mount St .  Mary ’s  Univers i ty ,  
        Does Port  Wi l l iam speak an “Unknown Tongue”?
Eleanor Lynn,  Engl i sh major at  Grove Ci ty Col lege ,  Thoreau:  The 
        Cosmopol i tan Homebody

4.B Against Reductive Thinking,  Rathburn Hall ,  Grace (28)
Chair :  Kr i s ten Waha
Alayna Dro l l inger ,  Engl i sh major at  Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty ,  “ I  Wi l l  Stand 
        L ike A Tree” :  Mapping Medi tat ive Th ink ing and the Poet i c  Path in 
        Wendel l  Berry ’ s  Jayber Crow
Joseph Wiebe,  Univers i ty of  Alberta ,  Beyond S ides :  Reframing Compl ic i ty ,  
        Respons ib i l i ty ,  and Be ing Accountable in Wendel l  Berry
Bradyn Strawser ,  Po l i t i ca l  Sc ience and His tory major at  Grove Ci ty 
        Co l lege ,  A Rura l  White Amer ican Responds to White Rura l  Rage :  
        Resentment i s  Tox ic
E l izabeth St ice ,  Professor of  His tory ,  Pa lm Beach At lant i c  Univers i ty ,  
        S inged Love :  James Ba ldwin ’ s  The Fi re Next T ime and Wendel l  
        Berry ’ s  The Wor ld-Ending Fire

4.D Poetic Knowledge,  SHAL 109
Chair :  Michae l  Rawl
Chad Schrock ,  Lee Univers i ty ,  Doctor Donne ’s  Chi ld l ike Fear
J im Cul len ,  Greenwich Country Day Schoo l ,  In ,  But Not Of :  Anne 
        Bradstreet ' s  Quarre l  wi th New England
Kr i s t in Barbour ,  Grove Ci ty Col lege ,  “No Longer at  Ease Here in the 
        Old Dispensat ion” :  Fa i th and Despair  in the Chr i s t ian El io t

Saturday,  1 1 :00-12 :30p

4.C Naming Imagination’s Power,  Rathburn Hall ,  Seminar Room (28)
Chair :  Steven Petershe im
Louise McCray,  Sen ior  Lecturer in Engl i sh and Wri t ing at  Grove Ci ty 
       Co l lege ,  The Novel  and Compl ic i ty
El i sabeth Lasch-Quinn ,  Syracuse Univers i ty ,  Sacramenta l  Imaginat ion
Conner Tru i t t ,  Grove Ci ty Col lege ,  Midsummer and Imaginat ion



SESSION 5

5.A Modern Poetry and Local Music,  Rathburn Hall ,  Morledge
(28)
Chair :  Er ic  Pot ter
Chr i s t ina Lambert ,  Hi l l sda le Col lege ,  Denise Levertov ’ s  ‘da i ly bread ’ :  
        Poetry ,  Eco logy,  and Communion
Rebekah Barbee ,  Covenant Col lege ,  See ing the Unseen :  How Denise 
        Levertov ’ s  Poetry Convic ts  our Chr i s t ian Compl ic i ty
Chr i s topher Shannon,  Chr i s tendom Col lege ,  Rura l  Mus ic ,  Urban Vi l lage :  
        The Postwar Fo lk Rev iva l  in Rochester ,  New York

5.B Ethical Thinking in Fiction,  Rathburn Hall ,  Grace (28)
Chair :  Louise McCray
B.  Cole Bennet t ,  Professor and Chair ,  Dept .  of  Language and Li terature ,  
        Abi lene Chr i s t ian Univers i ty ,  “Pra i sed but not  Pra i seworthy :  Death of  
        a Sa lesman,  Despair ,  and Adam Smith ’ s  Market of  Sent iment ”
Mol ly B .  Lewis ,  Ass i s tant Professor of  Engl i sh at  Regent Univers i ty ,  
        Cont ingent L ives :  Care for  the Dying in E l izabeth Gaske l l ’ s  F ic t ion
Al ic ia McCartney ,  Ass i s tant Professor of  Engl i sh at  Cedarv i l le  Univers i ty ,  
        “A b loody and unnatura l  p iece of  crue l ty ” :  Uses and Abuses of  Just  
        War Theory in Robinson Crusoe
L.  Lamar Nis ly ,  Professor of  Engl i sh at  B luf f ton Univers i ty ,  Hope and 
        Despair  in Malamud’s  God’s  Grace

Saturday,  2 :00-3 :30p

5.C Narrating Placed–and Placeless–Lives,  Rathburn Hall ,
Seminar Room (28)
Chair :  Nadya Wi l l iams
Scot t  Barr ,  Aff i l ia te Professor of  Engl i sh at  Ohio Chr i s t ian Univers i ty ,  “Al l  
        the L ight We Have” :  I l luminat ion for  Everyday Li fe f rom Wendel l  
        Berry 
Robert  Er le Barham, Covenant Col lege ,  More in Wonder Than in Gr ief
Steven Petershe im, Assoc iate Professor of  Engl i sh at  Toccoa Fal l s  Co l lege ,  
        Going Home Again :  Al l  i s  Changed

9
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ANDREW PETERSON

Andrew Peterson i s  a s inger-songwri ter ,  author ,  f i lmmaker ,
and founder of  the Rabbi tRoom. Andrew has re leased more
than ten records over the past  twenty years ,  earn ing h im a
reputat ion for  songs that connect  wi th h i s  l i s teners in ways

equal ly powerfu l ,  poet i c ,  and int imate .  As an author ,
Andrew's  books inc lude the four vo lumes of  the award-

winn ing Wingfeather Saga,  re leased in co l lec t ib le hardcover
ed i t ions through Random House in 2020 and the f i r s t  season

of the an imated ser ies  through AngelStudios in 2022.  And
his  creat ive memoirs ,  Adorn ing the Dark  re leased in 2019

and God of the Garden  re leased in 2021 through B&H
Publ i sh ing .  In 2008, Andrew founded the Rabbi t  Room, a
nonprof i t  organizat ion based in Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee that
fos ters  Chr i s t -centered communi ty and sp i r i tua l  format ion

through mus ic ,  s tory ,  and art .
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PARKING INFO
Dur ing the conference ,  p lease park in the lo t  by Rathburn
(P- 16) .  Overf low park ing i s  ava i lab le by Sta ley Hal l  of  Arts
and Letters  (P-4) .

LUNCH OPTIONS
MAP Din ing Hal l  (4)

Chick-Fi l -A (12)

Hicks Din ing Hal l  ( 14)

Note :  Ch ick-F i l -A may be busy ,  so MAP i s  l ike ly the best
opt ion

SHUTTLE INFO
Fr iday :  A shutt le  departs  f rom the hote l  at  8 : 15 a .m.  
In the even ing ,  i t  departs  to return f rom Rathburn at  9 :30
p.m.  

Saturday :  A shutt le  departs  f rom the hote l  in the morn ing ,  at
8 : 15 a .m.  Be at  Rathburn ready to head back to the hote l  at
3 :45p .m.

Note :  The shutt le  on ly has 12 seats .

BOOKSTORE
Fr iday :  The bookstore wi l l  have a tab le in Rathburn (28)
se l l ing conference-re lated books f rom 9- 1 1am and 12 :30-
3 :00pm

Saturday :  The bookstore wi l l  be open in the i r  locat ion in the
Breen Student Union ( 12) f rom 9 :30am-1pm
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